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NE Forte Special Feature
IN THE NEWS – thought-provoking events and ideas
National Day Rally Speech
“Together, let us be the pioneers of our generation. Together, let us create a brighter
future for all Singaporeans.”
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, National Day Rally, 17 August 2014
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong delivered the National Day Rally Speech on 17 August 2014. A
summary of the key announcements and initiatives from the speech, courtesy of PSD Cube,
can be found below:
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Visit www.pmo.gov.sg/ndr14 to view the transcript, video, and audio of the speech in full. You
may also click here to view the video clips of the various sections of the speech.
1. Discussions and resources on the National Day Rally
REACH, the Singapore Government’s e-engagement platform, has set up a microsite to gather
feedback on the National Day Rally. Visit the microsite here to check out the latest discussions
on National Day Rally-related announcements, share your views, and get more updates on
further engagement platforms and dialogues.
Visit PM’s Facebook page here for his comments on various aspects of the Rally and links to
other related sites and resources.
On 23 August, PM had a candid dialogue with 300 students and young adults, who shared
their views on his Rally speech, especially the parts on education and aspirations, and asked
PM questions. Video clips of sections of this dialogue can be found here. Some of the
questions include, “How far can a diploma carry me?”, “What do you think of our education
system?”, and “Are there plans to widen career prospects of those who pursue arts?” At this
dialogue, PM also shared his views on tuition.
Keep the conversations going! Encourage your students to visit these sites too and come to a
better understanding of the policies, initiatives and issues covered in the speech.
2. In the News – Articles on the National Day Rally
ST IN produced a succinct summary of the highlights of the National Day Rally, titled “Looking
out for everybody” (Article source: Straits Times IN © Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
Reproduced with permission.) View it here!
In the National Day Rally, PM spoke of places and of people. One key place he spoke of was
Jurong, and a key person he honoured was Mr Yusof Ishak, the first President of Singapore.
Here are two articles to tell you more, accompanied with questions to stimulate further
discussion:
Jurong makeover ‘will breathe new life into estate’, August 19 2014, The Straits Times
Article source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.

This article considers how the proposed changes to Jurong’s landscape will make the area a
livelier place to work, play and live in.
In your opinion, how has the Singapore landscape changed over the past 10 years?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of a rapidly changing urban landscape such as
Singapore’s? Why?
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If you were an urban planner, what do you hope to see in Singapore’s landscape in the next 50
years? Why?
To view this article, please visit
https://www.dropbox.com/s/o4alqm08j2ukxa6/27%20Aug%20Art%20B.pdf?dl=0
Determined newsman who loved people, August 23 2014, The Straits Times
Article source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.

Did you know that Singapore’s first president was once a news journalist who founded a
Malay newspaper in Singapore? What are the values espoused by Mr Yusof Ishak which
continue to be relevant in our society today? Read on to find out how Singapore’s first
president overcame the challenges he faced in his life and in the early years of Singapore’s
independence.
What are three things you have found out in this article that you did not know about Mr Yusof
Ishak?
What are some ideas in the article that are likely to resonate with your students in dealing
with life challenges? Why?
How can Singapore’s younger generation seek to overcome Singapore’s future challenges and
turn them into opportunities for everyone?
To view this article, please visit
https://www.dropbox.com/s/g3h72b6v1qrsjqe/27%20Aug%20Art%20C.pdf?dl=0
CCE Bytes Feature on Mr Yusof Ishak
NB: Please feel free to print the articles which come under CCE
Bytes for your students’ use in the classroom.
Please see the 9th CCE Bytes, a special on Mr Yusof Ishak, below!
Find CCE Bytes useful? Created some CCE Bytes of your own, on other newspaper articles or
current issues? Email Nicholas_ZENG@moe.gov.sg to give feedback or send in the CCE Bytes
you have created, and we may feature your great ideas in a future issue!
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Focus
Focus

Questions

Takeaways

Our People, Our Home – Honouring Our Pioneers
 What

Questions

can we learn from the values and attitudes
demonstrated by our late President Yusof Ishak?

 What are some specific actions that we can take to put these

values and attitudes into practice?
 Many pioneers, including Mr Yusof Ishak, lived through and

contributed significantly to nation-building in the early days of
Singapore’s history. They had to be resilient and adopt a
positive outlook as they grappled with uncertainties.

Takeaways

 From the stories of our pioneers, we learn to place others

before self, and to respect and care for the people in our
community.
 We live out the values and attitudes of our pioneers by being

committed to the well-being of Singapore as caring family
members and responsible members of our community.
Meritocracy, multiracialism, modernism; August 18 2014, The Straits Times
Article source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.

Background Information:
During the National Day Rally 2014, PM has announced how Singapore would pay tribute to
our first President, Mr Yusof Ishak. In his speech, PM recounted his past interactions with the
late president and his commitment towards a young nation. Six months after Singapore gained
self-government in 1959, Mr Yusof was appointed Head of State because he was a man of
integrity, dignity, honesty and had high moral principles1. Subsequently in 1965, he was
named first president of Singapore. He had persevered to serve as leader of Singapore during
1

Taken from Singapore Infopedia: http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/infopedia/articles/SIP_1097_2006-07-28.html

NE Forte

5
27 August 2014

the most challenging period in history.
Mr Yusof was passionate for Singapore’s progress through education and helped strengthen
our ties with our neighbours. He was a religious man who had close and friendly relationships
with non-Muslims. He was also a strong supporter of multicultural policies. This was evident
when he went out of his way to interact with people of all races to restore trust and
confidence during the 1964 racial riots2. During his term, he made the effort to walk for hours
in the hot sun to visit constituencies around the island. By 1968, his health started failing and
he was hospitalised for heart trouble and other illnesses. On 23 November 1970, he died of
heart failure, while still in office, and was buried at the Kranji State Cemetery.
3 ways that Singapore is honouring Mr Yusof Ishak:
• Naming of the new mosque in Woodlands Masjid Yusof Ishak;
• The Institute of South East Asian Studies (Iseas) in the National University of Singapore
will now be known as Iseas - The Yusof Ishak Institute; and
• A Yusof Ishak Professorship in Social Sciences will be started at NUS.
“No man need feel that to belong to a particular religion puts him at a disadvantage or
gives him an advantage... This is how things are in Singapore and this is how things must
always be in our country. Only in this way can a multiracial society like Singapore live in
peace and prosperity.”
Mr Yusof Ishak, 1968 New Year message
To view the full newspaper article, please visit
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v8q5sbf6sz37zhs/27%20Aug%20Art%20D.pdf?dl=0
3. Applied Study in Polytechnics and ITE Review (ASPIRE)
“Do not go on a paper chase for qualifications or degrees, especially if they are not
relevant because pathways and opportunities to upgrade and to get better qualifications
will remain open throughout your career. It is never the last chance. You always have the
possibility to advance, to improve yourself, to take another step as long as you are
working, as long as your mind remains fresh and active and you dare to go.
“At the same time, employers must value your staff and develop them to take on higher
responsibilities and with the right support at work, you can advance in your careers,
whether or not you are a graduate. And this is the culture shift which we need and that is
why I set up the ASPIRE (Applied Study in Polytechnics and ITE Review) Committee
chaired by [Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Education] Indranee
Rajah to study how to create and widen and strengthen this work-and-study path.”
PM Lee Hsien Loong, National Day Rally, 17 August 2014
2

From the National Archives: http://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/article/yusof-bin-ishak-first-head-of-state
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The Government has accepted the ASPIRE Committee’s recommendations to further
strengthen Singapore’s applied education pathways, provide more opportunities for
Singaporeans to realise their full potential and aspirations, and to support better alignment of
the supply of and demand for skills, so that Singapore will continue to prosper and be a land
of hope and opportunity for everyone in the years ahead.
For more information on the ASPIRE Committee’s recommendations, click here to view MOE’s
Media Release. More details on the Committee, its recommendations, and useful downloads
and infographics, can be found at the ASPIRE microsite (http://www.moe.gov.sg/aspire/).
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NEW! – announcements
1. Keep Singapore Clean Movement in Schools
Thank you for your support of the Keep Singapore Clean Movement in Schools! As
communicated via email, we would like to know more about what your school is doing and
share good practices with other schools and the community. Please send the completed form
to the respective officers supporting your zone below by Sept 5, 2014:
North Zone
South Zone
East Zone
West Zone

Mr Lim Hong Chin
(LIM_Hong_Chin@moe.gov.sg)
Mr Wee Keng Rui
(WEE_Keng_Rui@moe.gov.sg)
Ms Michelle Lee
(Michelle_LEE@moe.gov.sg)
Ms Lynette Yang
(Lynette_YANG@moe.gov.sg)

Do email Nicholas_ZENG@moe.gov.sg if you have any enquiries about this movement.
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SG50 Special
Youth Celebrate!

Want to know what Youth Celebrate! is all about? Click here to find
out more.

Splash Awards 2014 by Singapore Computer Society
Do you have students who are interested in creating mobile phone
applications? Click here to find out more about the Splash Awards 2014!
Students should submit their entries before 30 Sep 2014. For enquiries,
please contact Camilla or Li Ling at 6226 2567 ext 13/ 18 or email:
splash@scs.org.sg.
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NEXT UP! - upcoming events and workshops –
1. Year-End Post Exams Programme @ Singapore Discovery Centre (7 Oct – 21 Nov)
“Back to Basics: Sharing Perspectives, Building A Future Together” Special Exhibition
Contributed by Singapore Discovery Centre

Take a break! Come on down to join us for Play! @ S’pore Discovery Centre where students
will be immersed in a wide range of fun and interactive activities. They will be given
opportunities to reflect about social-economic and environmental issues, then share their
vision of the Singapore that they would like to have. The Special Exhibition will not only
highlight Singapore’s transformation from the past to the present, but also how we can build
a sustainable future. Customised for learners of different levels, the programmes are
designed to support CCE curriculum.
Presented by Singapore Discovery Centre (SDC) and the Army Museum of Singapore (ARMS)
2.

Immersive tour at our Special Exhibition
awaits you!

Enjoy our fun and interactive activities!

2. Environment Champions Workshop by National Environment Agency (NEA)
Contributed by NEA

The Environment Champions (ECs) Programme is a capacity building programme to equip
students with knowledge to enhance their understanding of key environmental issues and
take ownership of the environment. Through experiential learning sessions during the
workshops, ECs will be able to go through real-life environmental issues which will enable
them to ideate possible solutions to the environmental problems. ECs are trained to
spearhead and implement environmental programmes in their schools and to promote
environmental messages to their peers. ECs will be able to put their training into action by
working with and assisting their teachers and Environmental Education Advisors to conduct
environmental initiatives for the school and community.
Date/Period:
EC Workshop for Primary Students: 8 & 9 September
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EC Workshop for Secondary Students: 10 & 11 September
Contact: Ms Nazurah Atiqah, e-mail: nazurah_atiqah@nea.gov.sg or telephone: 6731 9769
Info on EC: http://app2.nea.gov.sg/events-programmes/programmes/schoolsyouth/environment-champion-programme
3. Heartland Ambassador Programme by Housing Development Board
Contributed by Housing Development Board

The Heartland Ambassador Programme (HAP), highlighted in the 12 Mar edition of NE Forte,
nurtures young heartland champions on responsible living in the heartland. Students are
immersed in a fun-filled, full-day experiential workshop, after which they get to practise what
they have learnt by reaching out to residents during a half-day Heartland Ambassador Visiting
You (HAV.U) sessions.
Following that, Ambassadors can look out for a slew of activities to continuously improve
their knowledge and skills through Heartland Ambassador Continuing Engagement
(HACE). What’s more, student ambassadors are given leadership opportunities to engage the
community through initiatives that match their interests. Post-Secondary students who wish
to engage residents further can organise outreach activities at HDB’s community events.
Registration for the workshops for Primary and Secondary in September has already closed.
However, the workshops for the post-secondary level are still open for registration. Please
find the details, together with information on next year’s workshops for all levels, below!
Level

Training Date

Comments

11 Oct 2014

Register by 26 Sep 2014

28 March 2015

Tentative date. Students to register by 6
Mar 2015

Post-Secondary (JC/CI)

Secondary

16 March 2015

Primary

17 March 2015

Tentative date. Schools can register your
interest by 5 Feb 2015

To sign up or for further enquiries, please contact Ms Chan Hui Hoon (6490 1751,
chh7@hdb.gov.sg) & Ms Yvonne Seow (6490 1754, ys1@hdb.gov.sg)
Find
out
about
the
Heartland
http://www.hdb.gov.sg/heartlandambassador

Ambassador

programme

A photo gallery of the programme can be found here: http://heartlandbuzz.hdb.gov.sg

here:
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In NEed of Ideas – Stories from Schools
1. National Day Celebrations at schools
Here are some stories of how schools celebrated National Day this year. May these serve as
inspiration on how you can make next year’s National Day celebrations meaningful for your
students!
National Day Celebrations at De La Salle School
Contributed by De La Salle School

De La Salle School celebrated Singapore’s 49th birthday on the auspicious morning of 8 August
with parents, alumni, constituency grassroots leaders and invited guests arriving in their red
and white outfits. The morning started out with the National Day Observance Ceremony
which included the reading of Minister’s National Day Message. This year, in honouring our
pioneers and aligning with the school’s Gratitude Movement, the school community members
were all invited to show their gratitude to the people who have contributed to their lives. To
lead the school in this, the Principal read out the letter of honour and appreciation written by
Brother Colin, member of the School Management Council, to the former Principal of the De
La Salle School, Mr Choo Cheok Hai, who served the School for twenty years.
Following the observance ceremony, the junior Lasallians went on their celebration by
participating in the Lower Primary Games. It was with great joy that parents participated in
the parent-child race which aimed to foster stronger family bonds and to instil a sense of
community spirit and national identity. Everyone was in high spirits as they sang the National
Day theme songs. The senior Lasallians watched a musical staged by the Primary 4 Lasallians.
This spectacular musical on The Singapore Story not only served as a reminder of Singapore’s
history but also a celebration of our people’s will to stand up for independence and the
nation’s achievements. To prepare for this musical, the Primary 4 Lasallians went on a camp
and a learning journey to historical sites to trace Singapore’s roots and nation building.
Through many months of hard work, the Primary 4 Lasallians pieced together The Singapore
Story. In presenting this musical, Lasallians achieved a deeper meaning of ‘The Singapore
Story’ as well as developed character values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. Those
watching the performance were also enriched as they began to appreciate Singapore’s past,
identify with its present and belief in the future of Singapore.
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National Day@ Fuhua Primary School (FHPS)
Contributed by Fuhua Primary School

At Fuhua Primary School (FHPS), the National Day celebration is an important annual event
which brings together the Fuhua family: students, staff and key stakeholders. Parents,
Members of the School Advisory Committee, and residents from the Jamiyah Home for the
Aged, a long-term community partner, join in the celebration of the nation’s 49th birthday
with the students. The activities of the day include a school concert as well as the Lower
Primary Sports Event.
The celebrations started with rousing singing of Singapore songs which echoed through the
school grounds. This was followed by the solemn parade segment. The parade commenced
with a display of patriotism, the marching-in of contingents formed by various uniform
groups, student leaders and a special contingent formed by the Parent Support Group (PSG).
In FHPS, the PSG is very much part of the Fuhua family and is valued as a supportive partner
to the school. This stems from the school’s belief that parent engagement and involvement is
key. Parents, together with teachers, are excellent role models to the students, as active
contributors who love their country. As such, parent participation is evident in many school
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events and celebrations throughout the year. Parents’ dedication and contributions to the
school’s effort in shaping positive character in the students can be felt through their
involvement in the school’s programmes.

National Day Celebrations at Rosyth School
Contributed by Rosyth School

Rosyth School celebrated National Day through integrating it with their Design for Urban
Living Project. This required students to collaborate with their family members to identify
ways to improve their living environment. Students then picked one or more ideas per class
and presented these to their peers through hands-on and engaging ways via a school-wide
showcase. Click here for more information!
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Peirce, Our Home – National Day Celebrations 2014 at Peirce
Contributed by Peirce Secondary School

8 August 2014 0800hrs, Friday, Peirce Secondary School received our Guest of Honour,
Lieutenant Colonel Johnny Yeo, Commandant NCC with a salute from the parade comprising
our student cadets from National Police Cadet Corps, St John Ambulance Brigade, Triace
Scouts Troop and National Cadet Corps. That morning, the atmosphere at our parade
resonated with that of the National Day’s. Our cadets stood tall and proud, exemplifying the
values of discipline, resilience and team spirit in their units. Our National Day Flag Party
marched in the national flag and our school flag and was warmly welcomed by the entire
school population dressed in red tops; together, we paid tribute to our nation. Our Guard of
Honour contingent, the NCC unit, smartly dressed in their number 1 white uniform with rifle
in hand had trained especially hard and had been waiting eagerly for this moment: the
inspection by their Commandant! It was a great delight for the few who were personally
approached by Lieutenant Colonel Johnny Yeo. The parade closed with a march past of the
NCC guard of honour and the marching out of the supporting contingents: a demonstration of
the strength of our unified uniformed groups!

Our celebrations continued in the classrooms for our Lower Secondary students. Our teachers
engaged students in dialogue after viewing the story behind Harbhajan Singh and reading the
article on 7 habits of a Singaporean by Professor Tommy Koh. From our students’ voices, their
appreciation for Singapore’s harmonious living conditions, the uniqueness of Singaporeans’
language versatility and the ownership of their personal habits such as “begin(ning) with the
end in mind” that will bring all ordinary
Singaporeans together to do the extraordinary,
was evident. The excitement in the classrooms
built up when the students busied themselves
with designing and making buntings to decorate
their classrooms. Till today, when the buntings
flap in the breeze, one can still read the
thoughtful reflections and drawings of iconic
places in Singapore. They truly reflect the pride
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students have as Singaporeans!
Indeed, national pride and identity can be developed from school pride and identity. The
National Day theme, Our People, Our Home, inspired us to embark on a project to make a
wall mural of photos of all Peirceans made up of students and staff members, both the
present and past, and not forgetting, our stakeholders. Our journey to put Peirce on the
Singapore Book of Records for the largest logo made of photos was a success! We received
over 1800 photos to form a heart shaped logo, including family photos of our students!
Undeniably, the basic unit of all pride and identity stems from our families, our Peirce family
and our Singapore family! We believe that this wall will continue to bring people together,
brighten up their day and touch their hearts as they reminisce the past and look to the future!

As we celebrate Peirce, Our Home, we remember Our People, Our Home!
Happy National Day, Singapore!
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Ad-Astra Singapore! - Innova Junior College National Day Celebrations 2014
Contributed by Innova Junior College

National Day Celebrations at Innova Junior College began on a solemn note with the
Observance Ceremony. The National Flag and the College Flag were marched in with much
pride and gravitas by the students of the Uniform Groups (UG). This was followed by a surge
of national fervour in the college’s unanimous recital of “Recollections”. Waves of nostalgia
struck both staff and students alike as they reminisced on the significant milestones in nation
building. Cadet Lieutenant – NCC (Land) Amirul of 1412E reflected on his invaluable
experiences as the parade commander for the ceremony. He highlighted how his role has
invoked in him an appreciation of the need to be connected as one nation with resolve and
solidarity.
Following this solemn ceremony, staff and students proceeded to the hall for the National
Day Concert that was put up by the college’s Musicians’ Club and English Drama Club. The
concert revolved around the theme of embarking on Singapore’s phenomenal journey as a
nation. Various consequential issues were discussed in the concert: namely, the early
implementation of National Service, the relocation of the population into HDB flats and the
role of sports in uniting Singaporeans during the Malaysian Cup in the 1980s. One was able to
view the multi-faceted manifestations of military, social and psychological defences through
this vibrant performance. The college also paid a heart-warming tribute to the pioneer
generation of Singapore with the incorporation of their trailblazing roles within the
performances. Rizzuan of 1423D who acted in the concert reflected that his role allowed him
and his friends to empathise and appreciate the indispensable roles played by our founding
fathers. A pensive reflection exercise was led by the JC1 chaNgE.PACERs with their class.
Our National Day Celebrations was indeed one of much exultation and glory as everyone left
with the following resonating message etched in our hearts: we are one People, one Nation,
one Singapore!
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For more information on the National Day Celebrations at IJC, please click here. For more
information on CCE in Innova Junior College, please visit:
http://www.innovajc.moe.edu.sg/student_dev_national_education.html
National Day Celebrations at Pioneer Junior College
Contributed by Pioneer Junior College

As part of the National Day Celebrations at Pioneer Junior College, the JC1 students examined
race and religious issues through the medium of the Forum Theatre. Presented by Act 3, the
presentation showcased three different scenarios over the hour-long session. The students
were engaged by the actors who played out scenes such as the issue of racist jokes being
posted and perpetuated online, insensitive
proselytizing practices in the universities and the
infamous curry incident. What differentiated the
mode of delivery was the inclusion of an element
of reflection and questioning that was ably
handled by the facilitator. This facilitator
challenged the audience to consider the
assumptions held by the various characters in
each of the scenes and how they would have
behaved if they were in the shoes of these
Act 3 playing out the Curry Incident
characters. For example, in the case of the NUS
Campus Crusade incident in 2012 where a religion was cast in poor light through an
insensitively worded poster, the cast simulated a confrontation that occurred when a pair of
undergraduates confronted another pair that were putting up the posters. Students offered
their opinions of how the confrontation should have happened in a more cordial manner that
took into account different beliefs and opinions. Hilarity ensued when the actors played out
the scene again but this time with the input of the students. The conclusion of this reenactment was one where peace was preserved and prevailed. The key message of this
scenario highlighted to the students the importance of speaking up against any forms of
discrimination but in a manner that afforded proper respect and decorum for each other.
The reflection and learning were extended with the skit showcasing the posting of racist jokes
on social media. In this skit, the audience examined how a situation could rapidly deteriorate
with tit-for-tat internet postings. Students also saw how the situation was made worse by
people who were not directly involved in the first place but had strong opinions on the matter.
It helped to call into question the role of what bystanders should and could do in this situation.
The most striking aspect of the skit on the curry incident was the use of the ‘interview’
technique where the audience was allowed to question the characters on stage as to what
their thoughts and motivations were through the actions they performed. This allowed the
audience to internalise the idea of ‘seek to understand, then to be understood.’ The alternate
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resolution of the scene based on student feedback also touched on an important point in
confrontation and stereotyping. For example, before raising the issue to whether one is able
to cook curry in his own home, the character first introduced himself and asked for the
neighbour’s name. This indicated his willingness to deal with the other party as an individual
and as such, managed to avoid the pitfall of generalisation which is the first step to
stereotyping and racism.

Audience engagement and participation is maximised with the Forum Theatre
format

A Pioneer suggesting how the Curry
Incident could have played out by the
characters involved.

The staff and students found the experience to be a thought-provoking and enriching one.
Below are some excerpts from the staff and students on the Forum Theatre experience.
LUCY CHAN LOK YAN (student)
“The Forum Theatre presented real, current and sensitive issues in a humorous fashion,
highlighting how ridiculous these conflicts were and how easily they could have been avoided
if all parties involved had been more understanding. It was a valuable experience that let me
appreciate the fragility of our racial harmony.”
PAULINE WAN HUI QING (student)
“I felt that the Forum Theatre was a good way to allow us to think deeper into the sensitive
issues in our society that are usually only touched on superficially. The Forum Theatre re-visits
situations that has happened and generate solutions in an interactive and fun way.”
WONG CHEN CHENG (student)
“The Forum Theatre was definitely an eye-opening experience! Issues which have always
remained sensitive and unspoken of in our community was tapped on and discussed openly by
our young Singaporean generation. It was certainly heartening to witness my fellow
schoolmates confer about these societal complexities with such sobriety and openmindedness!”
MR LIM WEILI (teacher)
“A thought provoking experience that jolts the audience into realising the importance of
safeguarding Singapore’s fragile ethnic and religious harmony.”
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Coming on the heels of the college’s commemoration of Racial Harmony Day, the National
Day period was an apt reminder of the importance of racial and religious harmony. A multiracial and religious Singapore remains a key tenet of our success over the last 49 years and it
is something that the past, present and future Singaporeans aspire to maintain.
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2. National Camp 2014
“……..And I declare the National Camp 2014 open!” As the “Camp
Opening” scroll unfolded with those words by the Guest-of-Honour, Mr
Lawrence Wong, Minister for Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY),
the Campers participating in the National Camp 2014 swung into
excitement amid loud cheers and applause!
The National Camp is a biennial event organised for all Uniformed Youth Organisations3
(UYOs) in Singapore. The youths from the UYOs look forward to this gathering, where
campers and camp officials forge lasting friendships, build strong character and learn useful
life skills. The members will participate in a myriad of exciting camp activities put up by each
UYO. This year, the National Camp 2014, organised by the National Police Cadet Corps
(NPCC), was held from 15 to 18 August 2014 at the Home Team Academy (HTA), a first in the
Camp’s history.
The theme for National Camp 2014 was “Learning for Life, for All”, anchoring on MOE’s
emphasis on the length, depth and breadth of learning, with applications in life. The key aims
of the Camp were to provide the Campers with the opportunity to partake in new activities,
take away new insights that they are able to apply in life, and be inspired to continuously seek
new knowledge to reinforce what they already know. To achieve that, exciting activities4 that
showcased the unique capabilities of each UYO were prepared for the campers. The campers
learnt how to free themselves in times of danger through NPCC Unarmed Tactics, went
through a firefighting exercise, wore the Load Bearing Vest and carried out combat drills, and
bandaged their counterparts in mock casualty scenarios. All activities started with a fictitious,
but authentic, emergency situation faced by Singapore, and the Conducting Officers took real
care to bridge the campers’ learning to real-life needs through comprehensive activities
planning and debriefs.

3

The 10 UYOs are Boys’ Brigade, Girls’ Brigade, Girl Guides, National Cadet Corps, National Civil Defence Cadet
Corps, National Police Cadet Corps, Red Cross Youth, St John Ambulance Brigade, Singapore Scout Association and
Singapore Youth Flying Club.
4
The 9 activity stations are Tub-rafting, Save, Heal and Evacuate, NPCC Unarmed Tactics, .22 Revolver Experiential
Shoot, NCC Experiences, First Aid Scenario, Campfire Organisation and Patrol Games, Archery, and Flight Simulation.
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In addition, the National Camp 2014’s Opening Ceremony was chosen as the official platform
for the launch of the National Youth Internship Programme (NYIP) by Minister Wong. The
NYIP will pilot with the UGs and he urged youth leaders in the UGs to sign up for this
programme where it provides a full-time paid internship in which youth leaders plan and run
projects in their respective UGs to serve the community. Through such an internship, the
youth leaders will be able to gain practical life-experiences outside school while the
community benefits from these projects run by them – a win-win situation.
2015 will be Singapore’s 50th birthday and many
Singaporeans have contributed inspiring and eyecatching ideas to commemorate the momentous
occasion through the SG50 project. To play our
part in the SG50 project, the National Camp 2014
also incorporated an SG50 Dialogue where
campers and camp officials put their heads
together to come up with practical mini-projects
that one could undertake in their own communities. These projects aim to inspire the
campers to participate in this nation-wide meaningful project which would help to knit their
communities closer together, creating a true Singapore spirit.
Through the dialogue, the campers gave interesting ideas such as organising a kampung food
fair with National Day songs sing-along, and distribution of origami that contain well-wishes
for Singapore to each household in the neighbourhood. The SG50 dialogue amassed a total of
more than 2,000 ideas, of which 50 would be selected and submitted to the SG50 committee.
The Closing Ceremony-cum-Campfire was the grand finale for the National Camp 2014.
Participants sang heart-warming campfire and National Day songs to mark the significant
closure of the Camp and, in a timely fashion, to celebrate Singapore’s birthday. Besides, the
audience was treated to excellent performances by the National Cadet Corps (NCC) from River
Valley High School and the Girls’ Brigade Singapore from the 45th Company (Raffles Girls’
School) and of course, not to forget, their fellow campers. The other highlight of the Camp
Closing was the Handing-over Ceremony, where SUPT Hoo Poh Heng, Commandant of the
National Police Cadet Corps (NPCC), proudly handed the National Camp flag over to LTC
Johnny Yeo, Commandant NCC, which signified the successful closure of the National Camp
2014 and the transfer of the “hosting rights” to NCC for the next National Camp in 2016. The
night ended with a soft “whoosh” as the Guest-of-Honour, A/P Stephen Phua, Chairman of
the NPCC Council and National Camp 2014 Steering Committee, placed his palm over the fire
and declared the campfire closed. All camp participants then joined their arms and sang a
wistful “Goodnight Campers”.
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National Camp 2014 saw about 800 participants and camp officials coming together to share a
memorable 4-day-3-night Camp at HTA. The Campers became brothers- and sisters-in-arms
(literally so, too) and some wrote in their feedback forms that they would like an extension of
the camp. Unfortunately it was not possible, but as with all previous camps, we all now look
forward to the next edition – the National Camp 2016!
Visit our National Camp 2014 Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/natcamp14
View our National Camp 2014 video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N17Vbhhxeik
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VIA ConNEct
1. St Stephen’s School

At St Stephen’s School, as part of the P5 Values in Action Values Advocacy Project, the
Primary 5 pupils worked collaboratively in groups across the level to design and present a
Values Mini-Lesson to other classes in the school, advocating kindness. This Boys-to-Boys
(BTB) Approach saw the pupils giving specific examples of how kindness could be shown
through simple acts. Pupils also shared stories and video on kindness to inspire their peers to
live out the value of kindness in their lives.
2. Chestnut Drive Secondary School

At Chestnut Drive Secondary School, Secondary Two students used the Service Learning (SL)
approach to explore social issues and make a difference to the community. Guided by their
Form Teachers, students worked in teams to generate ideas on waste reduction and energy
reduction. They came up with creative ideas, shared them with others and carried out their
exciting projects. This ranged from raising awareness on the declining bird population via
social media to making “Angry birds” with recycled material to generate interest in and
awareness of the environment. They then shared their work with their Secondary One peers
during a SL seminar.

